
THE LITURGY OF THE PALMS
FOR PALM SUNDAY

The household gathers outside the home, so that all may go into the house in procession. 
Palms, branches, or paper made to look like palms should be placed in a basket or a neat 
pile wherever the household is gathered. The Leader (or some other member of the house-
hold) begins by reading the following concerning the service.

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week. The procession with palms, which 
was already observed in Jerusalem in the fourth century, calls to mind the triumphal 
entry of Jesus, our Lord and King, into Jerusalem. The procession is fundamentally an 
act of worship, witness, and devotion to our Lord. 

Palm Sunday is unique in having two Gospel readings. Originally there were two 
distinct liturgies. The palms were blessed and the Triumphal Entry Gospel was read 
outside of the church building. The door of the church represented the gate through 
which Jesus entered the city.

The purpose of Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem was to fulfill his Father’s will; thus it is 
fitting that this service continues with the reading of the Passion Gospel in which the 
whole story of the week is anticipated. The emphasis of the liturgy turns to the days 
which lie ahead in Holy Week. We who hail Jesus as king one moment, may in the next 
deny him, even joining with the crowd in shouting, “Crucify him!”

The following is sung or said three times.
Leader  Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
All  Hosanna in the highest.

The Leader then says
Beloved of Christ, from the beginning of Lent until now we have been preparing our 
hearts by repentance and self-sacrifice. Today, with the whole Church, we herald the 
beginning of the celebration of the Paschal Mystery. On this day our Lord Jesus Christ 
entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as King with palms and shouts of praise. Today 
we greet him as our King, though we know his crown was a crown of thorns, and his 
throne a cross. 

Therefore, I invite you to follow our Lord this Holy Week, from his triumphal entry, 
through his suffering and death, to the glory of his resurrection.

Leader  The Lord be with you.
All   And with your spirit.
Leader  Let us pray.



Assist us mercifully with your help, O Lord God of our salvation, that we may enter 
with joy upon the contemplation of those mighty acts, whereby you have given us life 
and immortality; through Jesus Christ our Lord who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

All standing, the Triumphal Entry Gospel is read, first saying
Reader  The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke..
People  Glory to you, Lord Christ.

   Matthew 21:1-11

After the reading.
Reader  The Gospel of the Lord.
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ.
   
The Leader then asks the following blessing over the palms
Leader  Let us pray.

We praise you, Almighty God, for the acts of love by which you have redeemed us 
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. On this day he entered the holy city of Je-
rusalem in triumph, and was hailed as King by those who spread their garments and 
branches of palm along his way. Sanctify these branches with your blessing, we humbly 
pray, that they may be for us signs of his victory. Grant that we who bear them in his 
name may ever hail him as our King, and follow him in the way that leads to eternal 
life; who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.

Leader  Hosanna to the Son of David, the King of Israel.
  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
All  Hosanna in the highest.

THE PROCESSION

Leader  Let us go forth in peace.
People  In the name of Christ. Amen.

During the procession all hold palms or branches and recite Psalm 118:19-29 
Psalm 118: 19-29
Open to me the gates of righteousness; *
that I may enter through them
and give thanks to the LORD.

This is the gate of the LORD: *
the righteous shall enter through it.



I will give you thanks, for you answered me, *
and have become my salvation.

The stone that the builders rejected *
has become the cornerstone.

This is the LORD’s doing; *
it is marvelous in our eyes.

This is the day that the LORD has made; *
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Save us, we pray, O LORD! *
O LORD, we pray, grant us success!

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD: *
we bless you from the house of the LORD.

The LORD is God; he gives us light; *
bind the sacrifice with cords to the horns of the altar!

You are my God, and I will give you thanks; *
you are my God; I will exalt you.

Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; *
his faithful love endures forever!

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
World without end. Amen.

The Leader then prays
Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy but first he suffered pain, and 
entered not into glory before he was crucified: Mercifully grant that we, walking in the 
way of the cross, may find it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

The service continues with Morning Prayer using the following readings:

Psalm 126 (other side)
Zechariah 9:9-17
Luke 19:28-40



Psalm 126
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, *
we were like those who dream.

Our mouths were filled with laughter then, *
and our tongues with shouts of joy;

then they said among the nations, *
“The LORD has done great things for them.”

The LORD has done great things for us; *
and we are glad indeed.

Restore our fortunes, O LORD, *
like streams in the Negev!

Those who sow in tears *
shall reap with shouts of joy!

He who goes out weeping, *
carrying the seed to sow,

will surely come again with shouts of joy, *
carrying his sheaves with him.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be;
World without end. Amen.

For more information about our resources for prayer in the household
thetrinitymission.org


